
 
 
 
 
 

Health policy from the 

Ground…UP 
 
Issue areas that have emerged include… 
 

 Food access and security 
 

 Street violence and post traumatic stress disorder 
 

 Youth engagement and mentorship 
 

 Access to community and health care services 
 

 Social cohesion and social capital 
 

 Built and natural environment 
 

“Seniors  and  all  of  us  are  too  reliant  on  traditional  medication  |  In  the  marina,  if  a  child  is  shot,  they  bring  in  extra 

counselors  and  support  staff  to  talk with  the  children about  their  experience with  the  violence and how  to process  and 

manage their emotions | Many seniors need someone to make sure they are taking their medications properly | We need 

bring  intramural  sports back | We  lose a  lot of people who have a  little  too much  income to qualify  for  local  services |  

Youth‐led gardening is  important to teaching youth to eat vegetables, exercise, and live a healthier  life | We understand 

that your health and wellness isn’t just about blood pressure checks, but about your life in the community where you live | 

Where does all this garbage come from?! | We need to educated everyone about environmental health risks and necessary 

preventive actions | As a service provider, I appreciate the willingness of youth to try new things | Where is the health food 

store where we can get fresh affordable and healthy food? | Transportation on MUNI can be hell for people on the Hill | 

The  best  thing  about  my  community  in  terms  of  health  is  the  strength  of  our  families  and  church  groups”

 

2010 
 Healthcare in Bayview Hunters Point Policy 

Recommendations & Advocacy Tool 
Developed by Seva*, a partnership of our community, San Francisco General Hospital’s Internal 

Medicine Residency Program, the Southeast Sector Food Access Working Group (SEFA), and the 

University of California Community Partnership Program 

 

 



 Together, we are creating… 

 An organized listing of healthcare issues facing BVHP 
 A consensus set of policy recommendations that speak to the 

healthcare issues facing BVHP 
 A useful tool for grassroots advocacy about healthcare issues 

facing BVHP 

Residents and community workers from Bayview Hunters Point, doctors from 
San Francisco General Hospital, interested community-based organizations 
and leaders from throughout the neighborhood have come together to 
discuss our community’s health needs and assets. 
 
 
So far, Seva* has… 
 

 Organized 5 community dialogues hosted by community-based 
organizations in Bayview Hunters Point that have brought SF General 
Hospital doctors, neighborhood residents and community workers 
together to talk about real life assets and barriers to health and wellness. 
(Hosts have included: African American Community Health Equity 
Council, BMagic, Southeast Sector Food Access Working Group, Willie 
Mays Boys & Girls Club, and BVHP Multipurpose Senior Services Center.) 
 

 Invited interested community experts and leaders to join the 
“Accountability Council” for review of the policy brief. 

 
 Invited community organizations and allies to join the list of 

“Community Partner Organizations” as an expression of support 
and commitment to advocate for community-based health care policy. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Community‐based  healthcare  providers  and  concerned  residents  of  Bayview  Hunters  Point,  a 
multicultural  low‐income  urban  community  in  San  Francisco,  believe  that  efforts  to  improve 
health  should  be  informed  by  the  reality  they  face  daily.    Seva*  is  in  dialogue with  concerned 
residents  and  others  to  report  the  most  pressing  issues  for  our  community,  and  to  advance 
experientially‐grounded consensus recommendations for improving policy, practice and advocacy. 

All  our  work  builds  on  the  heroes  who  came  before  us.    That  is 
especially true when it comes to public health and housing advocacy in 
Bayview Hunters Point.  For instance, “The Big 5” ‐ Elouise Westbrook, 
Julia Commer, Osceola Washington, Ruth Williams, and Rosie Williams ‐ 
went  to Washington  DC  in  the  heat  of  the  Civil  Rights Movement  to 
demand healthcare and housing justice and funding for the community.  
They  succeeded  against  all  the  odds,  and  set  the  standard  for  Seva* 
and other efforts. 




















• 


• 


• 

• 


• 



• 

• 

• 





• 


• 


• 



• 

• 



• 


• 


• 

• 

• 


• 


• 


• 



• 





• 



• 

• 

• 



• 

• 


• 


• 



• 


• 



• 

• 


• 

• 








• 




• 


• 



• 


• 



• 

• 



• 





• 






• 





• 



• 

• 


• 

• 

• 

• 

• 



• 








• 

• 





• 




• 


• 



• 




• 


• 

• 



• 


• 

• 

• 


• 


• 

• 

• 

• 



• 

• 


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